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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE 

Dear St. Mark Alumni and Parents:  
 
Here we are once again heading to the end of another 
amazing school year at St. Mark.  
 
It's been an incredible year in so many ways. Students rose 
to the challenge, whatever the challenge entailed, across 
many disciplines. Their list of accomplishments was long. 
 
The school was honored to be named one of the top three 
Catholic schools in the nation for technology integration by 
Today's Catholic Teacher magazine. St. Mark representatives 
attended the NCEA Convention in Ohio and accepted this 
"Innovations in Catholic Education" (ICE) Award.  

 
 

 
We are so proud of our 8th grade class for making a critically 
ill child's wish come true through the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation. They single-handedly raised more than $10,000 
to sponsor a child's wish. On May 14, the school hosted 
"Abel" and his family for a spectacular super-hero themed 
event where he was dressed-up as a "Super Abel" and visited 
classrooms "saving" 8th graders from villains. The Plano 
Police Department was on hand to assist him with putting 
the bad guys in jail, then Abel and his family were presented 
with a trip to Disneyland. Channel 11 covered the event. In 
case you missed it, you can view their news broadcast 
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here.The "JP, Kathy and The Crew" radio show also covered 
it. Listen here starting at the 20:43 mark. 69 students proved 
they can truly make a world of difference. 

   
 
The 3rd Annual S.T.E.M. Fair was another huge success 
involving corporations, non-profits, universities, Catholic 
high schools and more, thanks to the leadership of our 
alumni coordinators. We look forward to more great years as 
new alumni take on that role beginning next year!  
 
Be sure to check out our social media pages for even more 
news from around campus and get a closer look at our 
students' incredible experiences and accomplishments. 
 
Stay tuned in the coming months for the ever-popular 
summer edition of the alumni newsletter where we feature 
our recent high school graduates and their many accolades 
and honors. Of course, as you'll see below, alumni 
accomplishments during the spring are quite impressive as 
well. 
 
Our last campus lunch is May 30 and our last day of school is 
June 1. As you wrap up your own school years, or have time 
over the next couple of weeks, we hope you'll stop by and 
see us. Have a fantastic summer! 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Patricia Opon, Principal 
patricia.opon@stmcs.net 
  
  
P.S. Don't see your recent accomplishment mentioned 
below? Please send it to us at debbie.reed@stmcs.net. We'll 
include it in the next alumni newsletter. 

ALUMNI UPDATES 

The Ursuline Academy of Dallas and John Paul II High School 
Varsity Soccer teams went head-to-head for the TAPPS 
State Championship, with seven St. Mark alumni taking part. 

St. Mark alumni are invited to 
join Lifetime Lions, our official 
alumni network. Keep up with 
former classmates, become a 
mentor to current students, and 
learn about opportunities to earn 
service hours. Click here to 
register. 

LIONS MENTOR LIONS 

For the third consecutive year, 
Allie N. '14, a senior at John Paul 
II High School, co-chaired the St. 
Mark Catholic School S.T.E.M. 
Fair which took place on April 27. 
64 corporations, universities, 
high school groups, non-profits 
and more descended on the 
campus, engaging kids and 
adults alike with interactive and 
educational activities. Several 
alumni were also on hand 
assisting at various booths 
including Cherish A. '14, Kolbe 
S. '14, and Janice R. '15. 

 
Next year, we look forward to 
welcoming Matthew M. '16 
and Julianna S. '16 who will 
be taking over the event 
planning! 
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Ursuline came out on top this year, winning their 27th State 
Championship in 28 years. Ursuline team members 
included Savannah H. '15 and Shannon R. '15. John Paul II 
team members included Gabby G. '15, Sammy H. 
'17, Kyanna I. '16, Lauren M. '14, and Allie N. '14.  
 
Dillon H. '16, sophomore at Bishop Lynch High School, 
earned his Varsity letter in Wrestling. 
 
Several alumni performed in John Paul II High School's 
production of Into the Woods: Declan W. '17, Amanda L. 
'14, Gabby G. '16, Mary Kate M. '17, Mitchell J. '15, 
and Sean J. '17. 

  

 
Eric R. '14, attended the Plano Senior High School National 
Merit Recognition Banquet and selected Pam Steinkirchner 
as his all-time inspirational teacher.  

 
 

Sebastian R. '17 and Mark R. '17, both freshmen at Clark 
High School, were honored at Clark's freshman awards 
ceremony. Sebastian received the Outstanding Work Ethic 
Award in Biology Honors and the Dana Durrence Award for 
outstanding character and a willingness to help others. Mark 
received the Outstanding Academic Achievement Award in 
World Geography. 

 

FAVORITE ST. MARK 
MEMORY 

When registering for "Lifetime 
Lions," you are asked to share 
your favorite St. Mark memories.  
  
Kyle P. '05 fondly remembers 
Field Day. Next Thursday, the 
tradition continues with outdoor 
fun for the entire campus! 

AROUND CAMPUS 

Reminisce with us. Learn about 
all of the new things happening 
at your alma mater. Keep up with 
former classmates. Like and 
share on your social 
media. Follow us on Facebook, 
Instagram, and Twitter for all of 
the updates from the St. Mark 
campus! 
  

Academic Success: 
 

The St. Mark Robotics Team 
swept the Diocesan Robotics 
Competition held in April. Teams 
won 1st, 2nd and 3rd places plus 
two Honorable Mentions in the 
Arena Division, and 1st and 2nd 
places in the Invention Division. 
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Shelby V. '15, is a member of the Ursuline Academy of 
Dallas Swim Team that finished second at the TAPPS State 
Championship. Shelby was also named a TAPPS Academic 
All State Winner for excelling in Swimming and maintaining 
a cumulative A average. 
 
Chelsea A. '16 and Julia R. '16, both members of the Bishop 
Lynch High School Choir, lent their beautiful voices to the 
funeral service for Officer Rogelio Santander Jr. who was 
recently killed in the line of duty. 
 
Kaitlyn C. '15, Matt C. '17, Claire W. '14, and Reed W. '14 
are members of the John Paul II  High School Swim Team. In 
the recent TAPPS Divsion I State Championship, the Men's 
team placed 6th and the Women's team placed 10th. Kaitlyn 
was also named an Academic All State Winner. 
 
Ryan M. '14, a senior at Jesuit College Preparatory School, is 
a member of Jesuit's Medical Society. He was one of nine 
members to travel to Guatemala where they shadowed 
doctors, distributed medicine, and spread Jesuit's message 
striving to be "Men for Others."    
 
Mary Kate T. '14, a senior at John Paul II High School, is a 
member of the Yearbook staff that received 1st Place at the 
TAPPS State Academic Contest. 
 
Elizabeth R. '14, a senior at Ursuline Academy of Dallas, is a 
member of the Ursuline Crew team. Her "quad" boat 
qualified for finals at the recent Central Youth Championship 
regatta in Oklahoma. She was also chosen as one of eight 
team members to represent Ursuline at the Stotesbury Cup 
Regatta, the largest high school regatta in the world held 

 
 

 
As 7th graders, many of our 
students qualified to take the 
above-level ACT or SAT college 
entrance exams through the 
Duke University Talent 
Identification Program (Duke 
TIP) based on their standardized 
test scores. Among those who 
took the entrance exams, five 
students had scores that fell in 
the 50th national percentile rank 
and two had scores that fell in 
the 90th national percentile rank 
for college-bound seniors taking 
the tests. These students were 
recently recognized at Duke's 
State and Grand Recognition 
Ceremonies. Renil G. and Biya C. 
qualified for Grand recognition. 
 

 
 

 
The 5th grade Destination 
Imagination Team won 1st Place, 
highest Instant Challenge, and 
the very special Renaissance 
Award at a recent competition, 
and advanced to the State-level. 



annually in Philadelphia. Her boat advanced to finals and 
placed 6th in the nation in the Girls Senior Quad event. 
 
Jordan B. '16, a sophomore at Ursuline Academy of Dallas, 
rows Crew for Dallas Rowing Club. She won first place in 
both her "single" and "double" boats and got a national bid 
for her "double" boat at the recent Central Youth 
Championship regatta in Oklahoma. 
 
John Paul II High School senior Amanda L. '14 received a 
Superior rating for her vocal solo performance at the 
TPSMEA State Solo & Ensemble contest. 
 
Katilyn C. '15 and Matt C. '17 were named to the TPSMEA 
All Region Orchestra for the violin at John Paul II High 
School. 
 
Kolbe S. '14, a senior at Jesuit College Preparatory School, is 
a member of the Cycling team. He placed 2nd at the recent 
Cedar Hill Race Festival. 
 
Kyanna I. '16 was inducted into the Societe Honoraire de 
Francais (French Honor Society) at John Paul II High School. 
 
Harrison K. '17, a freshman at Jesuit College Preparatory 
School of Dallas, earned membership into the "Brotherhood" 
level of the Boy Scouts national honor society, Order of the 
Arrow. Scouts are nominated for membership by fellow 
members of their troop. By entering Brotherhood, he has 
rededicated himself to serving others. He is pictured with 
current 8th grader and fellow recipient, Jake R. 

 
 

 
Lauren N. '17 made the Ursuline Academy of Dallas Varsity 
Basketball and Softball teams during her freshman year. 
 
Lauren M. ' 14, a senior at John Paul II High School and 
member of the Varsity Soccer team, was named 2nd Team 
All District. 
 
Kelly C. '07 is a Marketing Specialist for Stadium People and 
had an opportunity to assist with planning for the recent NFL 

 
 

 
In the 2018 Catholic 
Math  League national 
competition, St. Mark received 
Math 7 Division 1 Championship 
First Place, Math 5 Division 2 
Championship First Place, and 
Math 5 National Championship 
First Place. 
 
20 St. Mark students qualified for 
the Private Schools 
Interscholastic Association (PSIA) 
State academic competition, 
nine of whom placed in their 
categories. 

 
 

Faculty News: 
  
It with both sadness and joy that 
we announce the retirements of 
three long-time, esteemed 
faculty members at the end of 
this school year: Middle School 
Literature teacher Mrs. Patti 
Orchowski, School Librarian 
Mrs. Anne Hollenbeck, and 
Computer Applications teacher 
Mrs. Phyllis Carver. We will miss 
them dearly, but wish them well 
in this next phase of life.  
 



Draft. She will be marrying Dylan Adame later this year, who 
she met as a student at Bishop Lynch High School. 

 
 

 
The John Paul II High School Women's Basketball team 
earned a spot as a Regional Finalist this season, including 
Chloe L. '14 and Ashley B. '15. 
 
Uyen L. '14 and Celine M. '14 performed in Ursuline 
Academy of Dallas' production of Fame. Valeria M. '14 
served as Sound Manager. 
 
Lindsey G. '16 and Nathan M. '16 were inducted into the 
Latin Honor Society at John Paul II High School. 
 
Jordon O. '13, Nate J. '13 and Winston C. '13 happened to 
run into each other recently after Saturday evening mass at 
St. Mark -- love it when old classmates can reconnect on 
campus! 

 
 
 

Peyton S. '14 hit the first homerun of the season for the 
John Paul II High School Varsity Softball team.  
 
Elena G. '15, a junior at Ursuline Academy of Dallas, and 
Jaibin M. '15, a junior at Jesuit College Preparatory School, 
performed in the Jesuit/Ursuline Murder Mystery Double 
Features: Agatha Christie's The Mousetrap and Brian D. 
Taylor's Murder Mystery at the Murder Mystery. 
 

Middle School Foreign Language 
Teacher, Mrs. Agnes Denvir, is 
working with the developer of 
the educational Spanish 
language "Senor Wooly" videos 
to translate them into French. 
The first French video recently 
debuted. You can learn more 
here. 
 

Community Service: 
 

In March, St. Mark held its annual 
Baby Shower benefiting the 
White Rose and Birth Choice 
pregnancy resource centers. 
Students of all ages donated 
baby goods. 

 
 

 
April brought "Service of Choice" 
where classrooms chose their 
own ways to serve the 
community. Several charities 
benefited from their efforts. 

 
 

 
In May, students participated in 
the 2nd annual "Campus Clean-
Up" reinforcing the importance 
of caring for God's creation. 
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Charlie S. '16 is a member of the Bishop Lynch High School 
Mock Trial team that finished in the top ten at the Texas 
State High School Mock Trial Championship. 
 
Sarah H. '16 and Courtney B. '17 were named Ambassadors 
at Ursuline Academy of Dallas. 
 
Claire R. '10, a graduate of John Paul II High School, served 
as a Co-Captain for the 2017-2018 Iowa State University 
Cyclones Women's Basketball Team. In addition, she was 
named to the "Big 12 1st Team All Academic Team" for the 
third consecutive year. Claire graduated in May with a 
degree in Hospitality Management. 

 
 

Jake B. '16, a sophomore at Bishop Lynch High School, is a 
member of the Track & Field team. He placed 2nd in the 
Discus at the Winter Warm-Up meet, the largest private 
school meet in the state. He also placed 1st at the BL 
Invitational Meet and 5th at the TAPPS State Track & Field 
Championships in the Discus. 
 
Hannah F. '15, a junior at Ursuline Academy of Dallas, 
earned the TAPPS Academic All State Award. She 
maintained a cumulative "A" average while excelling in Track 
& Field. 
 
Caroline G. '14 and Ella P. '17 are members of the John Paul 
II High School "Cardinal Belles" drill team that took multiple 
awards at recent spring competitions. At the Crowd Pleasers 
event, all officer and team routines won Overall Grand 
Champions, Super Sweepstakes, Winner's Circle, and the 
team won specialty awards for lyrical and jazz routines. 
Multiple awards were earned at the MA National 
Competition, the DFW Showcase Competition, and the 
Dallas Regional Competition including Team and Officer 
Grand Champion. Caroline, a First Lieutenant, received 3rd 

 
 

  A few more images from 
around campus: 

  
Our Annual Auction & Gala was 
another huge success this year 
raising funds for various campus 
improvements. Special thanks to 
our alumni who attended! 

 
 
 
We're already reaping the 
benefits. New ceilings, lights and 
water fountains will be installed 
on campus this summer, and 
we've taken delivery of a new 
parking lot security gate courtesy 
of the Auction. Additional 
donations from the Home & 
School Association have resulted 
in new video screens and logo 
rugs. 
 



Runner Up in the Senior Solo event at the Dallas Regional 
Competition. Mary Kate T. '14 serves as Manager. 
 
Daniel V. '14, a senior at Jesuit College Preparatory School, 
was named the "lightweight lifter of the meet" at the 2018 
Jesuit Dallas Powerlifting Invitational after capturing the 
148-pound title. He also won the same event at the Oakridge 
Iron Invite Championship. He was one of five team members 
to win their respective weight classes, finishing the event 
with the 5th highest lift on the team. 
 
Nate K. '14, a senior at John Paul II High School, received a 
Superior rating at the Visual Art Scholastic Event (VASE). 
 
Athena B. '15, a junior at Ursuline Academy of Dallas, 
was selected as a YMCA National Advocacy Days Youth 
Advocate which teaches the ins-and-outs of national policy 
making and an understanding of the YMCA's global 
priorities. She has had the opportunity to meet with Texas 
State Representatives Pete Olson and Sheila Jackson Lee, 
visit the Smithsonian, participate in workshops, tour the 
Capitol, and interact with YMCA executives. In her role, she 
is able to advocate for quality out-of-school programs 
funded by the 21st Century Community Learning Center and 
the Child Protection Improvements Act. 
 
Olivia S. '17, a freshman at John Paul II High School, is a 
TAPPS 6A State Finalist in the Women's Singles tennis 
tournament. 
 
Molly S. '14, a senior at Ursuline Academy of Dallas, is 
an executive officer of the Richardson Symphony League 
(RSL) Debutantes which leads young women in support of 
the Richardson Symphony Orchestra and community 
service. She was recently presented at the Richardson 
Symphony League Ball. 
 
Ethan J. '15, a junior at Jesuit College Preparatory School, is 
a member of the Debate Team. He and his debate partner 
recently posted a top 20 finish in the Texas Forensics 
Association State tournament. 225 schools competed and 
Jesuit was one of only three schools to put four teams in the 
top 20. 
 
Shannon R. '15, a junior at Ursuline Academy of Dallas, is a 
student facilitator for the One Love Foundation which is 
dedicated to ending relationship abuse by educating and 
empowering young people.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
St. Mark students have benefited 
from some impressive mentors 
this year hailing from companies 
such as Texas Instruments and 
Raytheon. Pictured below is 
Peter Balyta, President, Texas 
Instruments-Ed Tech; TI Vice 
President of Academic 
Engagement & Corporate 
Citizenship speaking to students.

 

GET INVOLVED! 



Conar E. '11, a graduate of Jesuit College Preparatory School 
and a current junior at The University of Delaware, was 
named the Freshman Coach for the Jesuit Crew team at the 
upcoming U.S. Rowing Youth National Championships to be 
held in June. 
 
Sarah H. '16, a freshman at Ursuline Academy of Dallas, is 
the Entertainment Editor of Ursuline's Bear Facts newspaper. 
She recently participated in the "Storytellers Without 
Borders" project, a collaboration between The Dallas 
Morning News and the Dallas Public Library designed to give 
high school students hands-on journalism experience.  
 
Kara O. '06, a graduate of John Paul II High School and The 
University of Arkansas, has served as a tutor to children at 
T.G. Terry Elementary School in Dallas for the past year 
through her employer, Alston-Bird, where she currently 
works in the Marketing Department. T. G. Terry was a 
beneficiary of one of St. Mark's school service projects this 
year which involved a pencil and book drive. 

 
 
 

Tia T. '16 was selected to be a member of the Honor Council 
at Ursuline Academy of Dallas for the next two years. 

 

"ONCE A LION, 

ALWAYS A LION!"  

  

We encourage all alumni 
and alumni families to come back 
to campus as a volunteer, a 
mentor to our students, or simply 
to take part in our events. If 
you're a high school student, you 
can even earn service hours! Stay 
tuned for opportunities, or 
contact the school if you'd like to 
get involved in a specific way. 

WAYS TO GIVE TO ST. 
MARK 

St. Mark Catholic School 
appreciates your support. If you 
would like to make a donation of 
time, expertise, or financial 
support, please follow the links 
below. 
 
*Donate your time or expertise. 
Simply email Debbie Reed and 
let us know what you are 
interested in contributing to our 
school. Need ideas? Community 
members have provided special 
presentations to students on a 
variety of topics including cell 
phone use, the Titanic, and the 
Holocaust. Parents and alumni 
with interesting careers have 
presented at the St. Mark Career 
Days, others have taught 
electives on subjects such as the 
stock market and Pinterest 
projects, and many have served 
as interviewers at the annual 8th 
grade interview practice 
sessions. 
 
*Gap Fund - This fund helps St. 
Mark bridge the gap between the 
tuition amount our families pay, 
and the actual cost to educate 
each student. For 2017-18, that 
cost is $1,430 per student. 
 
*Technology Fund - This fund 
assists St. Mark with keeping 
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current on the technology 
made available to our students. 
  
*Other Monetary Donations - 
Make a general donation, or 
designate funds towards a 
specific program such as Fine 
Arts, Athletics, or Robotics. 
 
*Legacy Brick - Commemorate 
your time as a LION. Buy 
a personalized brick for $100 that 
will become part of the entryway 
to St. Mark Catholic School. 
 
*Merchant Programs - Raise 
funds for our school simply by 
linking your Tom Thumb 
and Kroger shopper cards to St. 
Mark. 

STAY CONNECTED 

Keep us posted! As we receive 
alumni updates, we incorporate 
them into our social media posts, 
weekly school bulletins, and 
alumni communications. Tell us 
about your recent activities and 
accomplishments -- we'd love to 
hear from you! Need to update 
your contact information? 
Simply contact Debbie Reed with 
all of your updates.  

 

 

Forward To A Friend  

 

Join Our Mailing List  

 

  

 

St. Mark Catholic School  |  1201 Alma Drive, Plano, TX 75075 
www.stmcs.net  |  (972) 578-0610 
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